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A new analysis from UN Women reveals the extent of daily suffering endured by women

and girls across the occupied West Bank. For women who are heading households, our

data show that the impacts of violence, demolition of homes, and movement restrictions

are even more devastating.

Settler violence, military operations, and

movement restrictions in the occupied

West Bank have reached a two-decade

high, reinforcing a daily cycle of

suffering for women and girls.
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UN Women estimates that some 83,200 households in the

occupied West Bank are headed by women – representing one in

eight households. This figure is likely an underestimate.

More than 41,500 people have been displaced (OCHA, July 2026),

including more than 20,000 women and girls, based on population

breakdowns by gender from PCBS in the West Bank.

Based on UN Women’s analysis of survey data, among women

who are formally recognized as household heads:

82 per cent are responsible for managing household income

77 per cent are responsible for childcare

75 per cent make all decisions about household members’

safety

65 per cent handle aid registration alone

Women household heads are also more likely to be displaced, with

40 per cent of women-headed households no longer living in their

original home, compared to 30 per cent of men-headed

households.

Checkpoints mean Palestinian women

struggle to reach work, collect aid,

access healthcare, and move their

families to safety without fear.

There are 925 movement obstacles – including staffed

checkpoints, road barriers and trenches – across the occupied

West Bank – the highest number recorded in two decades. Forty

per cent of all checkpoints are located in the H2 area of Hebron

city. 

Nearly nine in ten women heading households interviewed stated

that checkpoints make travel feel unsafe. More than half say

movement restrictions are blocking their access to livelihoods.

Every woman heading a household interviewed reported avoiding

checkpoints altogether.
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Displaced women-headed households

report being unable to meet basic

needs, with insufficient access to cash,

food, clothing, hygiene supplies, and

shelter needed for survival, alongside

heightened fears of violence and

security concerns for their children. 

One in five women household heads report fear of gender-based

violence – more than double the rate among women living in male-

headed households. This sits within a wider picture of insecurity,

in which more than three-quarters of Palestinians in the occupied

West Bank report feeling unsafe in daily life.

UN Women’s analysis found that women heading households –

 navigating checkpoints, collecting humanitarian assistance, and

moving through public spaces – are disproportionately exposed to

harassment, intimidation, and risks of gender-based violence. 

One in four women-headed households

receives no humanitarian assistance at

all, compared to nearly half of male-

headed households. 

Over half of women-headed households with chronic illness report

unmet cash needs; two thirds are coping by taking out loans; and

half are skipping meals altogether.

Among those who do receive humanitarian assistance, cash

remains the single largest unmet need. More than 70 per cent of

survey respondents said they had not been consulted over the

past year on how, when, or where to deliver aid.

Nearly two thirds of women household heads report chronic

illness among household members – compared to 41 per cent of
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male-headed households.

More than a quarter of women heading households report having

a disability. These vulnerabilities directly reduce a household’s

capacity to generate income whilst increasing the demand for

care, medicines, transport, and health services. 

UN Women calls for immediate action to end the violence, movement

restrictions, and home demolition in the occupied West Bank, including

East Jerusalem – and to protect women and girls, and all civilians, in

line with international law.

UN Women calls for dedicated support for women-headed households

– support that is disability-inclusive, and combines livelihoods, social

protection, health, shelter, and protection services.

UN Women is on the ground in Palestine. We work with women-led

organizations across the occupied West Bank providing psychosocial

support, protection services, legal assistance and access to aid.

Note to editors on data

This UN Women analysis draws on findings from a representative

survey of approximately 800 households across all eleven West Bank

governorates. The survey was conducted in November and December

2025 by Ground Truth Solutions and Arab World for Research and

Development, commissioned by UN Women on behalf of the Gender in

Humanitarian Action Working Group. Secondary data is from OCHA,

UNRWA, Health Cluster, and the Palestinian Central Bureau of

Statistics. 

Primary data source

Based on household surveys conducted November to December 2025

by Ground Truth Solutions (GTS) and Arab World for Research and

Development (AWRAD), commissioned by UN Women on behalf of the

Gender in Humanitarian Action Working Group. 
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Secondary data and contextual sources 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA), West Bank Humanitarian Situation Reports, 2025–2026.

Available at: unocha.org 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

(OHCHR), Overview report on practices and policies affecting human

rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 7

October 2023 – 31 May 2025

OHCHR, Thematic report on destruction of Palestinian refugee camps in

northern West Bank, December 2024 – January 2026. Available at: 2026-

09-04-thematic-report-palestinian-refugee-camps-en.pdf

OCHA, Movement Obstacles in the West Bank, April 2026. 

OCHA, West Bank Displacement Figures, as of 30 April 2026. 

Palestinian Ministry of Health / Health Cluster, Fatality Data, West Bank,

7 October 2023 – 31 May 2026. 

Global Protection Cluster, Detention Figures, West Bank, October 2023 –

2026. 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the

Near East (UNRWA), West Bank Emergency Situation Reports, 2025–

2026. Available at: unrwa.org 

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), Labour Force Survey, Q1

2026. Available at: pcbs.gov.ps 

PCBS, Population Estimates, West Bank, 2025. 

About UN Women

UN Women exists to advance women’s rights, gender equality and the

empowerment of all women and girls. As the lead United Nations entity

on gender equality, we shift laws, institutions, social norms and services
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to close the gender gap and build an equal world for all women and

girls. We keep the rights of women and girls at the centre of global

progress – always, everywhere. Because gender equality is not just

what we do. It is who we are.

Contact
Contact the UN Women Media Team at [ Click to reveal ]
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